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Ve The Ae cident

LCOR ORVILLE 8, PROWNLEE in AJ=1, BUNO 124852, was launched from the
USS RANDOLPH (CVA<15) at 1816B on 27 October 1956, His regular flight
'row wae aboard with him, plus UNDERWOOD, B, M., AQl, who was riding as
radar observer, The flight purpose was local night navigation and fami-
lianization,

After approximately 2,0 hours of flight, LCDR BROWNLEE roportoed over
the ship at 7000 feet altitude for the scheduled 20458 recovery.s At
wbout. 2035B he was cleared to descend to 3000 foot and glven the order of
landing., He was to be the final recovery following a flight of three AD'S,
After all the AD's had reported in the landing pattern the AJ was cloared
lown to 1500 feot.

About. 2050B, after tho last AD had reported tuming downwind, the AJ
wag cleared by the Alr Officer to enter the landing pattern following the
three AD's, He acknowledged this transmizsion and flow wide along the
starboard side of the ship at about 800 fuct stating that he was ontering
the pattern upwind, Tho airepaft then procecded up ahead of the ship to
v normal position for turning downwind and reported turning downwind,
This was the last transmission heard from the plane, His position at that
time .was locatod at 35°-48'N 250-3213.

ifter sovoral unsuccessful attempts to raise the AJ on radio, the USS
RANDOLPH along with the destroyers, USS GREENE and USS BORDELON , {immediately
rotumed to the last known position of the loat airerafty The search cone
tinued throughout the night; thie search force was Joined by ships of
COMPHIBGRUFOUR at approximatoly 0600B., The scene of the erash, markod by
floating debris, was located shortly after first light Sunday, 28 Ostober
1956, The search was discontinued at approximately 1100B, 28 October 1956,

The bodics of BLTLEY and UNDERWOOD were recovered along with three
helmets, two life jackots, the port wing tip tank, long range oil tank,
oxygen bottle, UHF tmanscoiver, sections of the shattered rodome and nu-
merous charts and publications, The ocean depth at the scune of the Ao
cident is 800 fathoms,

Vi, a O i H
Since thore were no witnesses to the aireraft neeidont, no rcourate
loseription can be given of damage to the plane, Howovor, debris salvaged

the following morning at the scene of the erash indieates that the plane
broke on impact with the watoer,

VII, Ihe Investigation:

The following mntters pertinent to the aceident were considered:
le The airoraft was materially sound befere the flight and in an

"UP" stitus,
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VI contrinued!

2. The pilot had & 3,0 hour dry Flight and oow earrior bwding the
pomu day of the accidert,

9, The pilot nnd a1l crew mombers weru porforrdag en autherised
Fipht At the timo of the ncoident,

L. The pilot wne qualifiod at night for landings aboard anglo deck
rriors in Ad=1l alreraft.

5. The fatal flight vns the pilot's first night eosrrdur flight
{thin the last thirty days,

6., Two way radio sommunicrtions botweon the ship and alreraft were

xaollont up to tho time of crash. No malfunctions of “ny nature wore ro=-
portod,

7. The airoraft wrs obsorvod flyins upwind in the laniing prttam
position shend of the ship, 2t normal altitudo and attitude,

#, Thers existed 1ittlo or no horizon at the timo of tho neeldent
n! ensos of vortigo were reported by pilots returmning from flights the
night of the neceident,

JI111. 'I_'h\_ nnl :
1. There was no evidonce of material failure or malfunction,

2. Personnel safety aquipment is covered in the Modieal Officer's
roport, However, conditions of the bodies recovered, and tho fact that
thuy wore recovered from the surfnce of the water, indientus that PAILEY
! UNDERWOOD werg /prmbably not strapped in their assigned landing sta-
tions,

1. The cause or causes of thies nccident are undetomined, However,
1t is considered the pilet may have experienced vertige while making his
turn into the downwind lﬂ.eo

2. It i recommended:

(a) T™at all pilots be reminded of the danger of this upwind
turn and to rely on instrument flying rather than visual reference under
conditions where the horigon is partially obsoured,

(b) That early suvouring of all orew menbers in their assigned
spaces bo emphasised, Partioular attention should be made to an early
complotdon of the landing choskeoff list prior to turning to the downwind
log with & poeitive report that all members are seoure and ready for landing,
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lant. of 27 Ootober 19561

v flight control at the time of the acoident, AJL, Pull

Pilot fOrownlees, was in the immediate vicinity of the USS Handolpt

0250 awaiting the scheduled 20458 recovery, The scheduled recovery
ated of 3'F2H's, 6 AD's and the AJ, At about 2050 the AJ was cleare! ¢
landing pattern and was informed that 3 AD's were ahead of him ir
1, At about 20555 the pilot reported being upwind, entering t
! wars the last transmission received, At about 20585, I n
st contact and that I was concorned about him,
ormonded that we turmn back to our 205

own into the wntor,
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ly 20258 D<), BuNo 124852, with mdio oall
nd/launch frequenecy, stating that he was at 7000 f
fuol atat \8 2800 pounds, Five to ton minutoes
ot, giving him the lanxiing order, R«51 wae
f throe (3) aD's, then at 2500 feot, Later as th
pattermn for lowmwind broak, R«51 was lowvered t
W statod he was broaking upwind, R=51 was giver
! thi sition of the 4D he was following, “hen the AD we
sition I asked Re51 for his position and his reply wan, either
upwind or going upwind, Shortly theroafter I believe I saw an
light forwaprd f the sl ip at the pr per 1titude, ihis wans
! st tranamiesion I reocoiy from R-5), oft

A's lights on tho down wind leg, an

wtting n \nawer, it Approximat
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F LIEUTENANT (JUNIOR OR.DE)
. AVl "'.\“-}‘:":', "..:‘«;." :]|""~l", B r\'il.'{ on board thi USS RaNDOLP
15), concorning acoident of 27 Ootobor 1956,

W the pilot of ADSW, BuNo 139557 on the night of 27 October 1956,

t) last mn | flight of three (3) ADSW's, VYo had just mnde A downe
wind break when the tower told us to hold our altitude for another circuit
! prttern was too crowded, ot this time, coming up astern the shig t
1000 foct, I noticed the .J wido to the starboard side of the ship., 1
ntir | 1 ido eirele at 1000-1500 foot and aboam the port side I begnn
tt r down for broak, [ noticod an afreraft slightly inside and behind
which I thought wns ..D5VW, PuNo 132789, and another airceraft in front and
iteid f me which I thought was the \J, 8 I ceame alongsido the s) ip ADSH
i L3278 aalled breakine and tho airoraft ahead and to the rieht of m
nt nt port tum vor mae, I thon roalised that th W was th planc bow
mo, lator, as I was flying domwind, I hoard the 4AJ oall the tower that
s King upwind, hnt was the ) t tranaminnion I hoard, [ wvnn

r ’ ' fw nlns | 3] ‘) 4 nvon ‘,. w thi ; L 7 # miant
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ADDENIUNS 71, Page 1 715

15 'This green card pllot was sonslidered the best instrument man in the
detasiment, having over 4,000 houwrs of flight time, much in & VI outfit.
e had & total of 194 hours An the AJ type adreraft whiich 18 sonsldersd
far in mooons of adequate for familiarity. Ne had, hewvever, only five
night carvier landings. Tvo sush landings are necesesary for ndght Y/

ualifieation, and aix for all westher night qualification., The nig

of the nauident was VIR with pood vielbility bt tetal y without mn

"’,rl ;‘n". _

The tum dowvnwind at night s & standard instrument tumm but is done
in order Lo come into o precise rellationship with the ship, and it e
therefore tenpting to glance over the shoulder and see the ship., This has
often in the past led to loss of ovientation and & water eragh, aAs witnessed
by swviving pllote, While it 19 impossible to prove that there was not an
electrio or power fallure, or anything else, the lack of a Mayday eall or
other svidence of emergsnoy, and in view of the many other adreraft that

have flown into the water in that exset same position

Item 15, page 1¢ new information from health record:
Sunmry of pertinent faets from the Abstract

1/6/48 Poeumothorex

Y/20/48 Meurisy, Serofibrinons

10/6/92 Perdcarditis, Serofibrineus acute, benigm
and fyom 28, Standard Porm 88
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O Voice was perfectly calm and norsal as was the last observed

performance of the aireraft one or two sdnutes before 1t disappeared,
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